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The Basics

• Regional guidance issued in 2016 after 
receiving comments from monitoring agencies

• The guidance is not intended to outline new 
requirements to create extra burden on 
agencies. It is intended to consolidate and 
clarify the existing requirements.

• Intended as a reference document when 
preparing your network plan (or separate site 
modification requests)



Scope

•Covers several types of 
network modifications:
• New sites
• Relocations
• Discontinuations

• Examples from R4 network 
plans
• Good ideas of how to 

present this information



New Site Proposals

What Should You Include?



What should you include in a 
New site proposal?

• Statement of whether the monitor 
meets Part 58 requirements

• Location (address, coordinates)

• Site photos

• Measurement to any nearby trees or 
obstructions
• Horizontal and vertical distance

• Probe height

• AQS ID

• Sampling and analysis methods

• Operating schedules

• Monitoring objective

• Spatial scale

• CBSA represented

• Public comments

• Description of your site selection 
process

• Map or aerial photos

• Wind rose

• Air modeling (if used)

• How you followed relevant guidance

• Pollutant-specific information





Example: Panorama 
Measurement of Obstructions















Site Discontinuation Proposals

What Should You Include?



What should you include in a site 
Discontinuation request

•Analysis of the data
• Current design value
• Recent trends
• Correlation with nearby sites
• Probability of exceeding the 

NAAQS 
• Recent network assessment 

findings
• Decision matrices

•Documentation of reasons for 
site discontinuation
• Loss of access
• Siting criteria issues
• Resources reallocated to other 

sites
• Concentrations were too high

•How minimum monitoring 
requirements will continue to 
be met







Ozone Daily Max 8 Hour Boxplots by Site Side by Side (2013-2017)



Hourly Ozone Time Variation by Site (2013-2017)



Hourly Ozone Time Variation by Site >60 ppb (2013-2017)
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Ozone Daily Max 8 Hour Correlations (2013-2017)



Ozone Daily Max 8 Hour Correlation Plots (>60ppb at Target) (2013-2017)
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Site Relocation Proposals

What Should You Include?



What should you include in a site 
Relocation request

•Previously listed 
information for the new 
proposed site, and the  
discontinued site
• If out of necessity, all 
discontinuation criteria 
may not apply
• In most cases, a new AQS 
ID to preserve site 
metadata

•Request to approve 
combined design value 
calculation using both sites 
(if applicable)
•Less information may be 
required for relocations 
very nearby (e.g. on the 
same property)



Other Considerations

• Site changes should be submitted in the annual network plan
• Or in an addendum to the plan, which follows the same public comment process

• Please include all relevant information in one document
• Creates a public record of your decision, and is useful later on.

• Agencies are encouraged to talk to your EPA state contact as soon as you are 
considering network modifications.

• We encourage submittal of draft proposals for EPA review before public 
comment period

• Please ensure that network changes are approved before they are 
implemented



Questions?


